Lowell Elementary MST
710 W 18th St, Sioux Falls, SD 57104

(50a)367-8378
Connecting Students to Their World

DATES TO REMEMBER:

August 16th—0pen House
ECH & KG 4:00-5:00

Pizza 0:00-5:30

Ist-ath 5:30-6:30

Title Program B:30-7.00

September Sth—N0
School

September 8th—Cici's
Pizza Night

September 15th—Picture
Day

September 30th—N0O
School

SAVE THESE DATES:

FALL CONFERENCES
November Ist
November 3rd

Digital Immigrant
or
Digital Native?

Which title best describes you?
Wikipedia, the online and
ever-updated catalog of
information that models itself
against the hard-copy Encycl
opedia Britannica most of us
grew up with, describes people
born before 1980 as digital
immigrants. Those born after
1980 are considered digital
natives because, as Wikipedia
puts it, they “understand the
value of digital technology and
use this to

seek out opportunities for
implementing it with a view to
make an impact.”

Today’s students — true digital
natives - are constantly seeking
new, better and faster ways to
gather information, to analyze
their research and to complete
their challenging school assign-
ments. That’s why the Sioux
Falls School District embarked on

By Dr. Pam Homan, Superintendent

an intense study of network
bandwidth usage in each school,
network

connections between and within
schools, performance of the
District’s wireless network and
new technologies available that
might benefit our students.

The study confirmed the need to
upgrade the District's
infrastructure as a means of
stabilizing and enhancing the
performance of the computer
network. In part, the work
entailed increasing bandwidth
capacity and dramatically
multiplying the number of
wireless access points
throughout our buildings.

What does this mean to your and
to your student? It means that
our schools are now better
equipped for accessing the latest
instructional resources

available. Students and teachers
can access the information they
need when they want and where
they want. Because of previous

limitations, that was not always
possible.

This infrastructure upgrades are
just one of the exciting changes
in the 2011-12 school year. The
District is also launching a new
initiative called ILEARN SF which
allows identified students in two
elementary schools to take home
iPads each night for use on their
school assignments. The
identified students currently live
in homes where there is no ac-
cess to the internet. This
program will allow greater ac-
cess to information for students
who do not currently have the
necessary tools.

The Sioux Falls School District is
deeply committed to connecting
students with their world. Their
world is at their fingertips
through the many technology
options now available. And, our
schools are now better equipped
so we can continue to do what
we do best; “educate and
prepare each student to succeed

November 7th
From 3:30p-7:00p S[:H[l["- H["'le
ELEMENTARY EARLY CHILDHDOD
7 T20-Ta0. ... Breakfast served TAS . Morning classes begin
@lowellmst T40............. Children may arrive on the playground WS Morning classes dismissed
: T30 first bell rings M5 Afternoon classes begin
BOD....... School begins for K-0 2ha . Afternoon classes dismissed
Zha. oo School dismissed for K-a

The safety of the children at Lowell and in this community is a top priority for us! If you have a concern we encourage you to bring it to the attention of your
child's teacher, the principal, or call the School Safety Hotline.

There are three ways to leave a message in a School Safety Hotline mailbox:

*  Dial the school's main number (367-8378) and follow the voice prompts. Voicemail will only pick up when the line is busy or is not answered.

*  Dial 367-4000 and enter the school's safety hotline mailbox ~ number—a363.

*  Dial 367-4000 and press |, spell the school's name by using the keys on a touch-tone.




NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

The No Child Left Behind
federal law requires that all
parents in a Title | school be
notified and given the
opportunity to request
information about the

through which State
qualification or licensing
criteria have been waived;
o the teacher's college
major and any other
graduate certification or

E-FUNDS FOR SCHOOL

This service eliminates the cash
you give your children and
checks you write the school.
e~Funds for Schools is the
easiest and fastest electronic

BUS ROUTE
TIME CHANGES

BUS 266

ayment system you will ever .

professional qualifications of degree held by the ESZ Y Y 200 N Western 7:22
their children's classroom teacher and the field of 300 N Western 7:23
teachers anq dlsc!p'lme. of the Doing our part in "Keeping it N West & 7th St 7:24
paraprofessionals. The certification or degree; Green"
information parents are «  whether the child is By using e~Funds for Schools W 8th & N Covell 7:25
entitled to includes: provided services by we can reduce pollution and W 8th & N Trapp 7:27
« whether the teacher has paraprofessionals, and if helb save our forests. When . .

met the State so, their qualifications. youpmake a payment‘ W 8th & N Prairie 7:28

r.equirements for - . o electronically and eliminate 232 S Duluth Ave 7:29

licensure and certification If you are interested in this paper checks, you do a small 11th & Summit 7:31

for the grade level and information contact the build- part in proteéting the earth

subjects they teach; ing principal or visit https:// which we all share and Iove’ Lowell MST 7:35
«  whether the teacher is apps.sd.gov/applications/

teaching under emergency  deO4public/TeacherLookup/ Contact the school for more

or provisional status TeacherSearch.aspx. information
LIBRARIES IN OUR SCHOOL i_ .IEINIT_E [:HIIPIE T

The school library serves as a
point of voluntary access to
information and ideas and as
a learning laboratory for
students as they acquire
critical thinking and problem
solving skills. School librarians
select materials in
consultation with teachers
using standard professional
school library review sources
to identify resources that are
appropriate for the varied
interests, abilities, learning
styles, and maturity levels of
the students served.
Materials are intended to
stimulate growth in factual
knowledge, literary
appreciation, aesthetic values
and to promote reading for
enjoyment. To encourage
students to develop the
practice of critical analysis to
make informed decisions in
their daily lives, materials
representing more than one
point of view are

available. Considering the
diverse backgrounds and
points of view represented in
the pluralistic society served
by the public school,
individuals may occasionally
object to materials available
through the school

library. Upon parental re-
quest, the school librarian will
work with individual parents
to guide their children to
books and resources that
align with their family values.
In the event a parent believes
a specific title should be
removed from circulation for
all students, the parent
should contact the librarian
and/or school principal
according to Policy KEC/KEC-R
Concerns/Complaints about
Programs or Instructional
Materials

ACTIVITY TICKETS

The activity ticket that can be
used by elementary students for
Lincoln, Roosevelt, and Washing-
ton athletic contests is again
available for your students. The
elementary student activity
ticket will again be different from
the middle school and high
school ticket.

The athletic ticket prices, K
through 12, will be $3 at the
gate. This includes all boys’ and
girls’ athletic contests. Many
children accompany their
parents to games so they should
take advantage of these reduced
prices. The ticket will admit the
bearer only. Each student must
have his/her own ticket.

Please make the checks payable
to the Sioux Falls School District
in the amount of $20 and bring it
to the office. Your tickets will be
sent to you. These tickets will
also be available at all three high
schools.

The Sioux Falls School District uses .
a student management system |
called Infinite Campus. The par-
ent/quardian portion of this stu-

| dent management system is called I

the Parent Portal. This access
allows parents to see student
schedules. grades, attendance,
behavior and report cards via the |
Internet. A parent/quardian with
more than one student in the Sioux

| Falls School District will be able to I

view informatian for all of their
students with one account. Parent/ |
guardians may set up one account

to share in their household or each |
parent/quardian may setupan |
account for their own use. A few I
weeks after school starts in August,
you will receive a letter that ex-
plains how to create your account |

| and gain access to your student(s)

information. You can access this

| from the District's website at I

www.sfkIZ sd.us/SFSchoolDistrict.



